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hen I got the call,
I was stunned.
My clients, who
had been married
for forty years, were getting
divorced. While I had worked with
them for many years to plan for
death and possible incapacity, quite
frankly, divorce was not something
I anticipated in their case.
The estate planning structure
we put in place years ago included
an irrevocable life insurance trust
to serve as owner and beneficiary
of life insurance on the husband’s
life. He was the breadwinner. The
trust was designed to shelter the
death benefits from estate tax,
providing for the wife for the rest
of her life and then passing on for
the benefit of their adult children
and grandchildren.
Fortunately, each of my clients
hired top notch attorneys to help
them through the divorce process.
I came to understand that these
attorneys were trained and
experienced in collaborative law
and that the clients had agreed
to participate in a collaborative
divorce. Though I certainly had
heard the term before, I wasn’t
exactly sure what a “collaborative
divorce” was and how it worked —
but I was about to find out. Their
attorneys asked me if I would
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The trust agreement included a
I am grateful to our attorneys and
boilerplate provision that eliminated
all of you who are dedicated to
the spouse as beneficiary in the
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were able to petition the court for
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